ST. MALACHY’S WIN JUNIOR TITLE

Tyrrellspass Started Well

St. Malachy’s
3 – 6

Tyrrellspass
2 – 6

The contestants of the 1970 Westmeath Junior Football Final on Sunday afternoon last, at Cusack Park, Mullingar, provided a novel pairing – both were making their debut in a championship final and both came from the same parish.  The game, however, failed to live up to expectations, with the excitement confined to the closing twenty minutes when St. Malachy’s came from behind to rob a confident Tyrrellspass side of victory on the score 3-6 to 2-6.

Played in brilliant sunshine, the game attracted a surprisingly large attendance to the venue and those who sought thrills and spills certainly got value for their money, for the contest was razor keen, especially in the second half.

For most of the hour Tyrrellspass appeared to have matters sewn up as they say, having got off to a good start with a point from Joe Doonan in the second minute.  Although the sides were level twice in the first ten minutes the Blues never looked over-extended while the elusive St. Malachy’s fifteen turned each of their assaults on the Tyrrellspass goal into a plucky do-or-die effort.  Tackling tended to be over robust at times.  After twenty minutes some players were lucky not to have got marching orders, but it took only five minutes more for the pot to boil over, and when it did referee Tony Kelly of Rosemount sent George Alexander, a key man in the St. Malachy’s defence and Andy Whelehan of Tyrrellspass, to the line.

GIFT GOAL

St. Malachy’s first took the lead when they were presented with a ‘gift’ goal in the form of a penalty which George Alexander, having moved up from his cornerback position to take the kick, crashed it to the net.  Confident Tyrrellspass were hardly ruffled by the goal at this stage.  Home from England for the game, Cor Maher gave his side the lead once again when he fisted a high ball into the parallelogram and it surprised both backs and forwards by ending in the back of the net.  They went further ahead to lead by 1-6 to 1-2 at the interval.

In existence for just two years now, the question was whether or not St. Malachy’s would have the experience to come back and bread the confidence of the Tyrrellspass men.  A point by Jimmy Whelan shortly after the resumption must have given them the tonic they needed.   Despite the fact that Tyrrellspass were dominant out the field, the newcomers had wiped out the arrears after the first then minutes of the second half and by the three-quarter stage they were a point in front and looked to be only getting into their game.  This was exactly how it turned out to be, for they slowly got a firm grip on the game and try as they could, Tyrrellspass failed to break the stranglehold.

STYLISH AND ADVENTUROUS

St. Malachy’s fielded a lively outfit.  They were slow in settling down, but when they did they were both stylish and adventurous.  Their captain, Jimmy Whelan, excelled in the latter and his runs inspired his teammates.  His brother, Gerry, showed a fine turn of speed and shone both in defence and attack.  George Alexander, until his dismissal was a tower of strength in defence while Sean Casey showed up best at midfield where Mick Garvin also worked hard to curb the efforts of the Tyrrellspass men.  Willie Shanley was another to catch the eye in attack.

Bernie Corcoran played well for Tyrrellspass at full-back, while Liam Maher excelled at centre-half.  Their real strength lay at midfield where Sean Duffy and Joe Doonan were very impressive.  Cor Maher at centre half forward was always most dangerous, but Seamus McGivney, with his accurate boot, was the star of the attack.

THE PLAY

Tyrrellspass impressed in the opening stages of the game and they were rewarded for their efforts after two minutes when Joe Doonan pointed.  They continued to press but Mick Garvin went back to relieve pressure and set St. Malachy’s on the offensive.  Jimmy Whelan collected at the end line and made a neat angle for himself before he drove over a good point to equalise.  Cor Maher gave Tyrrellspass back their lead after eight minutes when he sent over another point.  This was again negatived by a Willie Shanley free for St. Malachy’s but the pace remained slow.  Seamus McGivney added his name to the list of scorers in the 12th minute when he pointed.

A PENALTY

St. Malachy’s first break came in the next minute when a forward went hurtling through, was tripped and ended almost at the goal line on his face.  George Alexander made no mistake with the ensuing penalty from which he gave Peter Flynn no chance.

A change on the Tyrrellspass team, which brought Alo Gavigan into the game in place of Joe Doonan, had the desired effect, for the replacement added new life to the strong midfield pairing.

Play was held up as spectators crowded around the St. Malachy’s goal after an incident and it had just resumed when Cor Maher sent his side into the lead once more, with a goal from a fisted effort which looked like going over the bar.  Again, play was held up and two players got the line.

Seamus McGivney had another point for Tyrrellspass and he followed with two more which left his side leading 1-6 to 1-2 at the half time interval.

After the throw-in, to start the second half, Willie Shanley hit the upright with a rasping shot, but the deflected ball came to the inrushing Jimmy Whelan who drove it over the bar, to narrow the gap.  Tyrrellspass’s strength again appeared to be a telling factor as they started to wear down the opposition.  Peter Flynn was sound in goals and Eamonn Whelehan and Liam Maher were clearing well.  However, they lacked finishing power, a factor which frequently marred good approach work.  There was no further scoring until the 42nd minute.  Even at this stage Tyrrellspass never looked like yielding.

ANOTHER GOAL

Willie Shanley sent a free across the goalmouth.  It came to Jimmy Whelan and his kick lobbed in under the cross-bar where Sean Corcoran, now playing at full-forward, was speedily on hand to fist the leather to the net.  Quickly Tyrrellspass swung into attack but Tony Lenane cleared.  Willie Shanley gave his side a lead of a point when he sent over from a free.  Again Tyrrellspass were back and Mick Ryan sent a high probing ball into the square where full-back John Joe Gannon went highest.  He lost his footing and swung the ball into the net as he fell.

The cheering had barely died down when St. Malachys were on the offensive again.  The defence held firm and Jack Morgan cleared.  The clearance came to Mick Garvin, Johnny Shanley ran onto the pass, but his effort was cleared.  Jimmy Hackett got possession twenty yard out for St. Malachys and his shot went all the way to the back of the net for the goal which was to put St. Malachys on the road to victory.

TYRRELLSPASS RALLY

Tony Lenane now moved out to assist the hard-pressed St. Malachy’s midfielders, with Tyrrellspass making a last desperate rally.  They failed to make any further impression and when Willie Shanley added two more points for St. Malachys – both from frees – he put the proverbial tin hat on the issue.  St. Malachy’s were leading 3-6 to 2-6 when the whistle sounded for full time.

Scorers for St. Malachy’s: Willie Shanley 0-4, G. Alexander, S. Corcoran and J. Hackett 1-0 each, J. Whelan 0-2.

Scorers for Tyrrellspass: C. Maher 1-1, S. McGivney, 0-4, M. Ryan 1-0, J. Doonan 0-1.

St. Malachy’s:  P.J. Hynes, T. Lenane, J.J. Gannon, G. Alexander, S. Corcoran, G. Whelan, P. Hynes, S. Casey, M. Garvin, W. Shanley, J. Hackett, J. Shanley, D. Garvin, M. Corcoran, J. Whelan.  Subs. T. Nally for D. Garvin, J. Carey for M. Corcoran.

Tyrrellspass: P. Flynn, J. Morgan, B. Corcoran, E. Whelehan, J. Kelly, L. Maher, G. Gately, J. Doonan, S. Duffy, M. Ryan, C. Maher, S. McGivney, A. Whelehan, F. Duffy, T. Gonoud.  Subs. A. Gavigan for J. Doonan.

Referee:  Mr Tony Kelly, Rosemount.

After the cup was presented to Jimmy Whelan by Rev. P.A. Macken, Chairman of the Westmeath County Board.

